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Chair’s word  

Firstly, we would like to apologise for the lack of updates from the governors this academic year. 

We’ve been busy with the recruitment of the new head teacher but, going forward, will send out a 

newsletter each term. 

In this letter we will update you on who the governors are, their roles and focus, governor visits and 

the plan for the Summer term. 

The governors would like to start by thanking Val, who has been the acting headteacher and the rest 

of the teachers and the TA’s for a great first two terms. The school has made huge strides forward 

over the last two terms and we are very appreciative of all the hard work the teaching team, parents 

and local community have contributed to the running and improvement of the school. 

We would also like to thank the PTA for putting on so many successful events and for working so hard 

on them. We look forward to their events in the Summer term. The PTA are incredibly important, 

without their fund-raising efforts, we wouldn’t be able to afford even some of the basics as 

government funding is so tight. 

Jo & Emma 

Co - chair of Governors 

Head Teacher 

As you are all aware, the governors, local authority and diocese have appointed Mr Ross Griffin as the 

new head teacher. Ross joins us from Emerson Valley School and has 15 years teaching experience, 

with the last 3 in a leadership role. He’s also currently doing a master’s in education. Ross will be 

joining us for key meetings over the Summer term and joining us one day per week from the 20th May 

2019. 

There will be a Head Teacher Q&A after half term, date to be confirmed. We would like to invite all 

parents and local community to meet Mr Griffin for a presentation on his vision for the school and a 

Q&A. The PTA and Governors will also be there for any questions. 

 

Budget & Why the PTA are so important? 

All schools receive a standard payment for each pupil on role and 80% of that funding is 

expected to be spent on staff. The remaining 20% covers things like maintenance, insurance, 

cleaning, energy and rates, as well as learning resources for the children. For a small school 

like ours, this leaves very little funding available for learning resources and for the “nice-to-

haves” such as trips, playground upgrades, sports equipment, clubs and so on. Across the 

country, PTAs are playing a bigger and bigger part in raising funds for schools, to enrich the 

children’s experience.  

PTA 



The PTA have raised £1,950 so far, this academic year which has facilitated the purchasing of 
the following items: 
 
  Science, maths and phonics equipment 
  Subsiding school trips (£100 for each class) 
  FSU equipment  
  Christmas party which provided a gift and lunch for each child 
  Future purchases of two picnic benches, PA System and a illustration  
  Workshop for children in the Autumn term 
 

Governor Visits 
 

Governors are encouraged to make at least two visits per school year to assess the progress of the 

School Development Plan (SDP). Each governor is assigned a specific area or content and is asked 

to report back to the school, the head teacher, and the governing body concerning the outcomes 

of the visits. Please see below for details of visits in this academic year. 

.  
 SIAMS visit was to assess students understanding and the purpose of the lunchtime prayer and its 
relevance to the school. 
 
Outcomes:  It was noted that students understood at an age appropriate level as to what the 
intention was, and the overall atmosphere was positive with very caring and helpful students 
during lunchtime. It was suggested that perhaps the FSU could have their own prayer that they say 
before the other students arrive. This may allow more engagement on their level. 

 
Early Years visit was to confirm that embedded informal/formal writing opportunities are provided 
in the FSU classroom. It was also driven by the importance of integration of nursery children with 
reception learners and how the FSU environment prepares the reception children for Year 1 and 2. 

 
Outcomes: The FSU children do have both informal and formal writing opportunities 
provided for them on a weekly basis. The formal writing opportunities include NEWT 
“Big Write/Big Talk” and other formal writing assessments that show growth. Each EYFS 
child now has two writing notebooks. 
 
The FSU provision of integration of nursery and reception children was observed as all 
FSU children took the register together and had snack when they preferred. The F1/ F2/F3 
terminology is being used amongst staff members. 
  
Health and Safety governor supported the school with the school’s annual health and 
safety inspection.  
 
Outcomes: The inspection proved to be positive and the required trainings needed are 
booked.  
  
The SEN governor met with the SEN coordinator twice so far this school year. 
 
Outcomes: Using the school’s development plan, new paperwork will be used for pupil 
profiles and there is a new monitoring system coming into effect. The SEN coordinator is 
currently auditing SEN resources in the school.  
 
Maths governor also conducted the math focused visit earlier this school year. 

 



 

 

 

School Council

From student council member Neive (Yr 2): 

“We are raising money for the Blue Cross with the pet photography contest. We are also 

raising money for Ali (Mrs. Walters) for her marathon. The school is going to run 26 

miles around the playground.” 
  

 
Who’s who? 

 
Name Role Link to School 

Jo Stocks Co-opted Governor  

Chair of Governing Body 

Chair of the Curriculum 
Committee  

Safeguarding Lead 

Member of community  

Son previously attended 
school   

Emma Wykes Foundation governor 

Co- Chair of Governing Body 

Chair of the Performance 
Committee 

English Lead  

Parent of daughter, year 3. 

Val Bending Acting Head Teacher Parent of 2 children at the 
school 

Anna Murphy Staff Governor 

SEN lead 

Teaching Assistant Yr 3 / 4  

Richard James Parent Governor 

Maths lead 

Parent of 2 children at 
school 

Betsy Kendall Parent Governor 

Early Years Lead 

Parent of 2 children at the 
school 

Lee Taylor Co-opted Governor 

GDPR lead 

Parent of daughter, FSU 

Anna Ellam Associate governor 

PE Lead 

Teacher Yr 5 / 6 

Midge Pearson Parent Governor 

SIAMS lead 

Parent of 2 children at the 
school 

Ray Walters Local Authority Governor 

Health and Safety Lead 

Member of local community 

Steven Hayes Foundation Governor 

SIAMS Lead  

Reverend Steve Hayes for 
the Otmoor Parishes  

Sharon Motha Clerk to Governors  



 

 

 

Chair role & other governor roles 

 

Jo and I will be stepping down as co-chairs at the end of this academic year but staying on as 

associate governors, so we are looking for someone or a couple of people to take over the 

chair role from September 2019. The role requires regular visits to the school so ideally 

someone who works part time or locally.  Please email governors@charltonono.co.uk if you 

would like some more details about the role and would like to apply. 

 

We will also be looking for a couple of new governors for the new academic year, these can 

be parents, grandparents, members of the local community or anyone who is interested in 

supporting our school. Please register your interest at governors@charltonono.co.uk. 
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